
A Motion to Adopt 2026 Annual Appointments 

 

Moved:  The Governing Body of the City of Benton adopt 
the Annual Appointments for 2026 as presented 
(attached). 



City Appointed Positions Recommendations – May 2026 

 

City of Benton – Mayoral Appointments 

 

City Clerk   Joyce Casady 

City Treasurer  Joyce Jones 

Police Chief  Kevin Kichler 

City Attorney  Robert Lane 

City Judge   Cami Baker – appointed 2026, 2-year term 

Court Clerk   Kristen Beggs 

Probation Officer  Ed Ketley 

Bank    Community National Bank 

Newspaper of Record Butler County Times Gazette 

 

Planning Commission/Zoning Board (3-year terms) 

     Appointed 

1. Tanner Swift, Chair May 2024 
2. Cara Dennison  May 2024 
3. Danny Smith  May 2024 
4. Nick Engels   May 2026 – nonresident member 
5. Lois Young   May 2026 
6. Amy Henning  May 2025 
7. Kent Marnane  April 2025 – nonresident member 

 



A Motion to Adopt Resolution 26-02 

 

Moved:  The Governing Body of the City of Benton adopt 
Resolution 26-02, Fireworks (attached). 



RESOLUTION NO.  26-02 
 

A   RESOLUTION   FIXING   THE   DATES   AND   TIMES   FOR   THE   SALE   AND  
DISCHARGE   OF   FIREWORKS   WITHIN   THE   CITY   OF   BENTON,   KANSAS. 
 
NOW,    THEREFORE,    BE    IT    RESOLVED    BY    THE    CITY    COUNCIL    OF 
BENTON,   KANSAS   AS   FOLLOWS: 
 
 SECTION 1.   
 
Dates and times for the discharge of fireworks and the sale of fireworks by those holding a valid 
fireworks permit shall be fixed as follows: 
 
 June 27 through July 03 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
 July 4th-   10:00 a.m. to midnight 
 July 5th    10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
 
 
 SECTION 2.   This resolution shall take effect upon its passage by the Governing 
Body. 
 
 ADOPTED  this 18th day of May, 2026. 
 
 
 
        ______________________________  
        Tyler Gottschalk, Mayor 
 
_____________________________ 
Joyce Casady, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Last Tuesday night the Zoning Commission met to discuss vacating the utility 
easement at 1560 Aviator Lane. 
 
Their job was to: 

1. Recommend to the City Council to pass an Ordinance to vacate the 
utility easement. 

2. Recommend to the City Council to not pass an Ordinance to vacate the 
utility easement. 

 
They chose to recommend to the City Council to vacate the utility easement 
“contingent upon the applicant coming to an agreement with Butler Electric 
Cooperative concerning access to the electrical box on the corner of the 
property”. 
 
This recommendation will be relayed to the City Council on Monday, May 18th 
and then they will vote on the Ordinance to vacate the utility easement on 
June 15th. 
 
Any citizen can voice their protest for 14 days from yesterday (that’s why the 
vote is in June instead of May).   
 
 



 

City of Benton 

Administration Report 

May 2026 

 

 

 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

 
REPORT DATE MEETING DATE PREPARED BY 

5/14/2026 5/18/2026 M. Engels 

 

CONCENTRATED PROJECT UPDATE 

 
TASK % DONE DUE DATE NOTES 

Streets 35 2026 Continuing crack seal/crew maintenance as needed 

Drainage ** 2026 Ditch worked on North Ohio 

Drainage Study distributed, more discussion to come 

Sewer continuous 2026 Installing new wiring to Stearman pumps in June 

Water 0 2026 Second company inspected tower on 5/8 

Waiting for second bid for repair   

Pond 55 2026 Part II concrete continued – crete order for 5/15.  Spray 

and mowing.  Other two tables delivered and awaiting 

installation.  Also pouring a small pad for 

restroom/trash. 

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NOTES: 

 
 

 

Administration: 

  

Benton Day went well this year.  Once again weather threw some uncertainty into the mix, so the parade 

was a bit smaller and the car show was rescheduled for July 4th.  The kids always have fun no matter what 

mother nature does. 

 

I have a meeting with Waste Connections on May 28th to discuss our solid waste contract that expires at 

the end of this year.  Our plan is to discuss any contract changes and performance so that we can go into 

renewal talks and bring this to Council for decision.   

 

Completed ARPA expenditure reporting.  We expended the remainder of this money in 2024 for sewer 

rehabilitation, but for some reason they want me to keep revisiting the reports annually and possibly for 

eternity. 

 

With Council permission, I’d like to hold a “town hall” to present our budget plan to the people as 

discussed in workshop.  Council SME and staff will come up with the talking points.  I am thinking June 2nd 

in the evening.  Next official step is to notify the County Clerk of RNR intent after we receive the valuation 

and RNR number from the County Clerk – notification from the Clerk by June 15th and intent returned to 

them by June 20th.  After that we can schedule our RNR and budget hearings. 

 

You have a recommendation in this packet from the Zoning Commission to pass an ordinance vacating an 

easement at Stearman on the hangar side.  Because of a waiting period for any petition, this one isn’t a 

decision item at this meeting, but a notification for decision at the June meeting.  I will have a checklist 

guide for the Mayor to get us through that process legally. 

 

I’ve included a fireworks resolution for discussion for June decision or for decision at this meeting.  July 4th 

is on a Saturday this year. 

 

I had sent out the citizen packet on breed bans.  Included in this packet is a staff report to assist 

discussion. 

 

 Met with Developer Alan Hsu about RHID and housing options for Meadowlark/20th. 

 

I had a request to sell a Prairie Village lot.  I let them know that Council had established a moratorium on 

sales, but I told them I would ask Governing Body at the next meeting.  We are gearing up to market the 

lots along with RHID to established developers. 

    

  

Maintenance: 

 

Mowing is in full effect.   

 



 

 

Finishing the concrete at the pond…  getting close. 

 

Fixed a water main break on 30th.  This was a 9pm call out and service was restored by 3am.  All invoices 

for repair will be forwarded to property owner as there was no open 811 locate. 

 

A second company climbed the tower to give us their options for water tower paint, light repair, and light 

maintenance.  We will be bringing these to you for discussion. 

 

We opened up a culvert in Stearman and I will walk through with the HOA on their next steps to clean out 

their drainage.  It looks like a fairly large job moving a lot of years worth of accumulated sediment. 

 

Installed a couple of requested culverts. 

 

Planted 12 trees.  Two in the park and ten along 20th at the lagoon. 

 

 

 

 

 



 















OPEN DISCUSSION – NON-BINDING  
 















From January 2014 to present, animal control and health departments in 20 U.S. states 
report that pit bulls lead all dog breeds in biting incidents, including: Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, 
New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, Washington, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. in addition to dominating biting incidents, the pit bull bite is also 
the most damaging, according to scientific medical studies. 

Over 900 U.S. cities and nearly all privatized military housing -- the U.S. Army, U.S. Marine 
Corps and U.S. Air Force -- and many public housing authorities have breed restrictions. 
Such measures often include: mandatory spaying and neutering, liability insurance and 
strict containment requirements. The most progressive law, a pit bull ban ordinance, 
prohibits new pit bulls and new pit bull breeding. In just a few years time, these communities 
see a significant drop in pit bull bites and pit bull euthanasia. 

The probability of a bite resulting in a complex wound was 4.4 times higher for pit 
bulls compared with the other top-biting breeds ... and the odds of an off-property 
attack by a pit bull was 2.7 times greater. 

In 2019, for the first time on record, adult victims in the 30-49 age group sustained 
more dog bite fatalities than child victims in the 0-4 age group. Pit bulls inflicted 85% 
of these adult deaths. 

From 2005 to 2019, pit bulls killed 346 Americans, a rate over 6.5 times higher than 
the next closest breed, rottweilers, with 52 deaths. 

Over 1,000 U.S. cities have adopted breed-specific laws since the mid 1980s, just 
after pit bulls began leaking into the general population from the shadowy world of 
dogfighting. 

Over 290 U.S. military bases governed by the U.S. Air Force, Air Force Space 
Command, U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps and Navy regulate dangerous dog breeds. 

Level I Trauma Center Studies Characterizing Dog Bite Injuries 
Across Major U.S. Geographical Regions (2011-2022) 

Summary: Table 1. From 2011 to 2022, 18 peer-reviewed scientific medical studies 
from Level I trauma centers spanning all major geographical regions in the United States—
Northeast, Southeast, South, Southwest, Midwest, West Coast and Northwest—all report 
similar findings. Pit bulls are inflicting a higher prevalence of injuries than all other breeds of 
dogs. The majority of these studies (14 of 18) also report that pit bulls are inflicting the most 
severe injuries, requiring a higher number of operative interventions—up to five times 
higher—than other dog breeds. 
 

https://www.dogsbite.org/dog-bite-statistics-studies-level-1-trauma-table-2011-present.php
https://blog.dogsbite.org/2021/02/estimated-us-breed-specific-laws-2021.html
https://www.dogsbite.org/legislating-dangerous-dogs-military-bases.php
https://www.dogsbite.org/legislating-dangerous-dogs-public-housing-authority.php
https://blog.dogsbite.org/2019/06/cities-with-successful-pit-bull-laws.html
https://www.dogsbite.org/dog-bite-statistics-studies-level-1-trauma-table-2011-present.php#table1


during the 15-year period from 2005 to 2019, canines killed 523 Americans. Pit bulls and 
rottweilers accounted for 76% (398) of these deaths. 

 

 

https://www.dogsbite.org/dog-bite-statistics-fatalities-2019.php


Executive Session motion 
 
Moved:   

That the governing body recess into executive session IAW K.S.A. 75-

4319(b) to discuss non-elected personnel matters/attorney client 

privilege.  Further, required to attend this session is the Mayor, City 

Attorney, City Administrator and the City Council.  Further, that the 

governing body return to open session at _________PM 
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